Singapore and has significant numers of speakers
in Malaysia, Mauritius, Fiji and South Africa. In
2004 Tamil was declared as a classical language of
India, meaning that if met three criteria: its
origins are ancient; it has an independent
tradition; and its possesses a considerable body of
ancient literature. In the early 21st century more
than 66 million people were Tamil speakers.

A revival of Tamil literature took place from the
late 19 century when works of religious and
philosophical nature were written in a style that
made it easier for the common people to enjoy. The
modern Tamil lierary movement started with
Subramania Bharathi, the multifaceted Indian
Nationalist poet and author, and was quickly
followed up by many who began to utilize the
power of literature in influencing the masses.
With growth of literacy, Tamil prose began to
blossom and mature. Short stories and novels
began to appear. Modern Tamil literary criticism
also evolved. The popularity of Tamil cinema has
also interacted with Tamil literature in some
mutually enriching ways.
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Tamil language, member of the Dravidan
language family, spoken primarily in India. It is
the official language of the Indian state of Tamil
Nadu and the union territory of puducherry. It is
also an offical language in Srilanka and
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